Low Energy Homes – Useful Websites 

(Updated February 2011)
National Organisations
Act on CO2
http://actonco2.direct.gov.uk
The site represents four government departments and contains information about climate change and ways to mitigate its effect, including in homes. 

Quotes from a 2006 report that residential housing is responsible for 41.7 million tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per annum (28% of all UK emissions).
Department for Energy and Climate Change – Low Carbon Buildings Programme (Phase 1 – private homes).

http://www.lowcarbonbuildings.org.uk
The programme is managed by the Energy Saving Trust. The site contains non-technical information for householders about the technologies involved and grants available, with case studies and news items. On-line grant applications can be made.
Energy Saving Trust
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk
Provides advice on ways to save energy for householders, businesses and community organisations. Includes information about technologies and grants available. Contains a list of certified installers and products that must be used for grant aided work (238 installers, of which 12 are in Devon). 

The Renewable Energy Centre

http://www.therenewableenergycentre.co.uk
A comprehensive introduction to the technologies, products and suppliers.
Glpbal Action Plan

http://www.globalactionplan.org.uk
http://www.ecoteams.org.uk
Provides advice on how to communicate the sustainability agenda to individuals and businesses.
Local Organisations
Yougen

http://www.yougen.co.uk
Start your search here. This site’s motto is “renewable energy made easy” and it certainly seems to live up to this objective. This is one of the best sites for the beginner wanting to know about all forms of renewable energy technology and energy efficiency in the home, with information about contractors, reviews of installed systems and all sorts of advice and news.

Devon Association for Renewable Energy (DevonDARE)
http://www.devondare.org
An independent organisation that provides information about renewable energy and offers assessments of potential applications at a price. Open to membership. The site contains useful information about the technologies.
Energy Action Devon.

http://www.energyactiondevon.org.uk
A charity aiming to raise awareness of the need to save energy and run projects in Devon. Links to the Energy Saving Trust.   

Renewable Energy for Devon

http://ww.re4d.org
RE4D is a partnership project between Energy Action Devon, Devon County Council, Devon Association for Renewable Energy, Global Action Plan, Trans-Send and the Centre for Energy and the Environment, based at the University of Exeter. Aims to encourage renewable energy providers in the county by increasing the demand for it and offering free advice to potential users. Offers speakers.
Devon Climate Action network

http://devonclimateactionnetwork.ning.com
Aims to provide liaison between, and where appropriate to co-ordinate the work of, all such groups in the county. 
Cosy Devon

http://www.cosydevon.co.uk
Provides details of a joint local authority / E.On scheme, managed by Energy Action Devon, to supply loft and cavity wall insulation for householders on low incomes. 
Exeter University Centre for Energy and the Environment
http://centres.exeter.ac.uk/cee
Provides information about research into sustainable building design. Offers speakers.

